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STU Word Warriors
Stop Butchery Of

English Language

. Muneerah Bee Mohamed Igbal

SmaII Talk Over English Tea

Foo Soo Ling is a passionate
learner, which results in her

being an inspiring teacher. She
possesses a great drive and
positive attitude towards learning
* and is an inspiring influence on
students and fellow teachers alike. She keeps
her lessons interesting by utilising different
strategies and approaches for each topic.
Among other things, she also initiated a specially
tailored reading programme that encourages
her students to cultivate and share their love for
reading with each other.

‘ ‘ I introduced ‘Tea and
Conversations’, the aim of
which is getting students to learn
the art of making conversation with
people of different ages and from
different social backgrounds. A
colleague and | brought the students
to a café and we got our friends to
come and have tea with them and get
them talking. Of course the students
didn’t know they were being assessed
at the same time.”
Foo Soo Ling, STU member since 1992. At
Nanyang Girls High School, she tries to create an
authentic setting for her students to learn. In this

age of globalisation, she also wants her students
to be globally attuned.

As the English Language becomes localised,
it’s comforting to know that we can count

on word warriors to save it from being

botched and butchered. Among them are
five members of the Singapore Teachers’
Union who received the “Inspiring Teacher
of English Award” on 22 October 2009.
This year, 10 teachers won the award,
jointly presented by The Straits Times and

the Speak Good English Movement, and
supported by the Ministry of Education.

Literature For Thinking Skills

Jaswinder Khosa has 22 years of
teaching experience but still retains
the same enthusiasm and passion
that intoxicated her on her first day:
of teaching. She always demands
the best of herself and seeks to
evoke the best in her students, and continually
renews her teaching and leads others through
sharing best practices at local, national, and
international forums. She engages her students
by weaving interesting anecdotes and stories into
her lessons so that her students can relate better
to them.

‘ ‘ STU organises useful
workshops, the content of
which | can apply to my class. As
an STU member, | don’t have to pay
an exorbitant fee. A lot of foreign
speakers and foreigners were invited
to conduct those workshops, which
was a shift away from the local
perspective.”
Jaswinder Khosa, STU member since 1989. She
introduced Literature to Huamin Primary. School

to help strengthen the pupils’ language and
thinking skills.

erte From Wrong

Kelvin Yew is an inspiring teacher
who believes in the use of media
and new media in teaching and
encourages his students to adopt a
global perspective on world affairs
to broaden their knowledge. He
uses a variety of media platforms in his teaching,
resulting in his students’ letters being published
in Youthink and their thoughts being voiced on
938 Live on a campus forum. He also initiated
“MI Wired”, an interactive online platform where
students report on school events, and introduced
“Interactive Reading Programme”, a weekly.
student forum on international issues.

ﬁ ‘ I provide my students with
newspaper commentaries
and articles. After reading them, the
students are formed into small groups
where they are enouraged to have an
intellectual spar with one another so
as to develop their perspective and a
personal voice which is important in
tackling essay questions.”
Kelvin Yew, STU member since 2004. Teaching
the General Paper at Millennia Institute, he aims

to sharpen his students’ language through error
analysis.







