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Description Education Minister Ng Eng Hen urges schools to focus on getting

students to speak well so that they better express themselves. The
two languages each student takes up in school should be taught
better — starting with the English Language then moving on to
Mother Tongue.
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Focus on oral skills
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THE meaching of leriguages in schodls is uvp far a major révamp, with
thea Facus shifting Lo getling stuadents 1o speak wel

For both Enclish and the mother tanguas, tha mew measies of
sucoess will be how wel stutents can auprass thamseles and
communigate with punch - and this goas bavond sgonang 2 good grade
an thar report cands,




This was the challengs Education Mimstar Ng Eng Hen lobbed &t
teachers on Thursday when he made speaking well a key thrust of his
speech at his munsbry's annual wark plan semnar.

The schaools' bfingual palicy will stay in the kght of tha demands of a
mre globaksed world, he sad, butl added that the two languages
each child takss Lk i zchool musk now be taught bettar, Eitartlng
with Engish, then moving on to the mother tongues, he made clesr
that the standard of English here had fallen.

‘While most teachers are prood of our standards n, say, maths and
sciencd, wa are less anamaured of our standard of Engish, This is a
sensitive subject, and [ raise it not to democalise teachars and
students, but ta sgnal that we shodld begm concerted efforts to
raize tha standard of English,’

Students will be required to sgeak up more i class through show-
and-tell, role glay, debates and storytsling, & programme encouraging
public speaking during Englsh ssors, startad this year far 5l Primary
1 pugpils, will ke axtended to other primary levels by 2024,

Called Stratagies far Engish Language Learning and Reading (Stedar),
it uzas storybooks instead of taxthooks to teach pupds English;
teachers read aloud with ther pupils, and then, far example, gt them
D 3ct out scanes.

Ta halp teachers learn and thame tesching stratagies to build
confident speskers of Enghsh in the cantest of the comples langusge
environment hera, the English Langusge Institute of Singapors (Elis)
wil be 58t wWp,

In the long term, Elis = a recommendation of the Education Maistng's
English Languane Task Forca - can cater to feschers in the ragion
and beyond, makng Singapore As:a's English teaching hub.

Tuming ba the mother tangue lznguages, Or 4 notad that 3 'seismic
shift" in the language anvironmant here in the past 25 years has saan
sleadily moce children came from Barmes whese English 12 the main
language. The upshob of this: Studests now have less swposue ta
thair mothar tonguas,

The teaching methods here 250 nead 1o change, O put more sirass
on ceal sviks znd reading taught inoa fun way 2o that they bueld a
lasting appreciation far the mather tongues and a willingnass ta ga an
using tham.



