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SAY IT RIGHT 

 
Tuesday • February 27, 2007 
 
by Denyse Tessensohn 
 
ARE YOU IN BED? 
 
If you are, you would be under the covers or a blanket, or at least there to rest or sleep. Lying on the bed 
happens when your body is just resting on the bed, whether or not to rest, but you would not be under the 
covers. The past tense for "lie" would be "lay" as we are talking about "lying in bed". 
 
Poor English: He lie on bed. 
 
Standard English:  
 
1) He is lying on the bed.  
 
2) He lay on the bed. 
 
A book prize will be awarded occasionally for a question or suggestion most useful to our readers. Email us 
at sayitright@newstoday.com.sg 


