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ENGLISH
AS IT IS

BROKEN

Not sure what is good English and
what is not? Write to The Sunday Times
and we will get master teachers
to answer your gueries.

This is a weekly series in support of the
Speak Good English Movement.

PEDESTRAIN THIS WaY

Being misdirected

AT first glance, the sign above looks like 2
play on the word “polyclinic” to 8 f
range of cleaning services. <32 BEREL
1t did not take us long to figure out that “poly
clinic” has been misspelt, albeit in a creative

way. >
It is a stark reminder of how
tend to spell words incorrectly as a
curate enmciag;no;pmcarem_ ‘This
reflected in another s error, “pede:
in the same sign; which should be spelt as
trian”. A
Given that such signs are primarily intended
for pedestrians, we propose that the sign would
read better as: fie
“This way to bus stop and polyclinic.

Here is another sign spotted at an MRT station
that would probably invite the giggles.
Intended as a sign to offer directions to com-

for some because of its sexual connotations. It
certainly would not be the meaning that our serv-
ice provider would like to convey in a public
place!

Almost and nearly

IF you think that the following sentences sound
odd, you are probably right.

P My dog is my best companion — he’s nearly hu-

man.
P It's nearly incredible.
¥ I nearly thought you were right.

Although “nearly” has a similar meanir :
most” and bath. = wsed withot uch differ-
ence, this is usually applicable only when we are
talking about progress in space or time, or things
that can be measured or compared. Hence, each
of the following pairs of sentences are correct:

¥ Yao Ming is nearly 2.3m in height. Yao Ming is
almost 2.3m in height.

P The voyage is nearly over. The voyage is al-
most over.

» My results show that I'm nearly as clever as
you. My results show that I'm almost as clever
as you.

In the first set of sentences, the focus is not on
progress towards an end or about things that are
easy to measure. Dogs, for example, do not get
more human. In cases like this, “almost”, not
“nearly”, is used.

Incidentally, “almost” is usually used to mean
something that is a little “nearer” than “nearly”.
So at 6.15pm, we might say, “It's nearly dinner-
time”, and at 6.265pm, “It's almost dinnertime”.

“Nearly” is also not often used with “never”,
“nobody”, “no one”, “nothing”, “nowhere” and
“none”. Instead, we use “almost” or “hardly” with
words such as “anybody”.

HOW TO SEND IN YOUR QUERIES
Please use the keyword
<english> SMS/MMS: 75557
Email: 75557 @stomp.com.sg

OUR LANGUAGE TEACHERS are (from left): Ms Connie Seng,
Mrs Joy Lee, Ms Jeyalaxmy Ayaduray and Mrs Regina
Davamoni. All four are master teachers in English
language — experts who help teachers develop good
teaching practices and programmes.

B More questions answered in the online edition of
English As It Is Broken at www.stomp.com.sg




