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Do you really like it?  

 

An anxious student of spoken English "confessed":  

 

"I also like to stress on the wrong part of the word". What she means to say is that she 

habitually puts the primary word stress in the wrong place, not that she enjoys making 

that mistake.  

 

Poor English: You always like pronouncing "three" as "tree"!  

 

Standard (and polite) English: You are habitually pronouncing "three" as "tree". (Let me 

show you how to do it correctly.)  

 

We will answer some of your spoken English language questions in this column, and a 

book prize will be awarded occasionally for the question or suggestion particularly useful 

to our readers. Email us at sayitright@newstoday.com.sg    

 


