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anNew
I’"O OVG to

primary school

english

Primary schools
may soon do away
with textbooks,
cut down on
worksheets

and give out a
different form

of homeworlk, all
as part of the
revamped English
curriculum.

ERI AKBAR gets
the full story.
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t's h‘,ng]is]\ lesson time and the children are gaihe:'cd

around their teacher, who's reading from a hig

storybook about the Flungry Giant. During the

session, the teacher stops to ask questions based on
the book and answer queries from the curious children,
The teacher also points out nouns, verhs and other
grammatical rules to the little learners.

Next, the children work in groups, then individually, to
write their own stories — inspired by the hook, of course,
Mot only do they pet a chance to discuss their tales after
that, they also edit one another’s work and polish their
language skills with support from their teacher.

But there's a lot more. The children get a thanee to
work on planned activities, such as making a real sancwich
to "feed the giant”. Through these exercises, they pick up -
new words, learn to read instructions and practise their
verbal skills, while completing a few worksheets to reinforee
their newfound knowledge. Finally, they make their way
to the learning centre, where they can look at storybooks,

listen to tapes and do other independent activities,

Lessons revolving around a single
storybook can stretch anywhere from
a week up to a month. As such, your
child's school may decide to do aw

with the traditional textbook.

This scenario is played out every day during English
lessons at Woodlands Primary, which is one of the

30 pilot schools involved in the latest Strategies

for Effective and Eng'dged De\'elo])ment in F_'ng!i.r.h
]_,anguuge (SEED—E[,) initiative. If the programime takes
off, other primary schools across the island will follow
suit as early as next year.

As these lessons revolving around a single storybook can
stretch anywhere from a week up 1o a month, your child's
school will probably do away with the traditional textbook.
This arrangement doesn't simply lighten the load of your

kid's schaol bag, but also lights up his or her day.
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BETTER ORAL SKILLS * Ms
Sharen Biswas, English teacher and
SF.].:.I)—E[_ cnnrc‘linzlror DfWuodland.‘i
Primary School, ohserves: "We notice
the children are now more invelved in
the lessons. They have hecome more
VOC;L] ﬂ]]f] QXPE‘('ﬁSi'\’C..‘

The SEED-EL programme has made
an effect on the students of Princess
Elizabeth Primary too. The school's
Eng]is]l level head, Madam Dalvindar
Kaur, reports: "We just-had our oral
c'x.'un'maliau.s. aned the children apper
to fare better now. They are able to
nnsi]y read a passage, answer qu:sliaﬂs
and even discuss the picture component
of the examinations.”

It is still too enrly 1o predict if there
will be marked improvements in the
Stlldﬁll[s. OV{‘.TFIH g‘l‘ﬂde.‘i at lhe Cud Drl"lc
year. But the teachers are confident that
this new Wiy of |?m‘ning E.nglish will

bencfit them in the long run.

LEARNIMG THROUGH
CONTEXT * This new spin on
English lessons is scoving points
because children learn 1]1mugi1 the
whaole language approach, in which
students pick up English skills through
the context of reading actual texts
rather than learning via the traditional
phonics-based i:]:-pmacll.

Madam Kaur elaborates: "For
example, when students learn a new
word from a storybook, they will
understand how the word should be
used. As such, they will be able to apply
it to their own writing as they know how
to construct sentences using the word.”

A deeper understanding means
students will be able to use the English
language effectively in their daily
speech and writing, Their learning is

then reinforced by worksheets made
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up of sentence constructions, cloze passages and
other relevant exercises that also appear in the
traditional textbook.

So, although the mvampcd primﬂr}r school
E‘I‘Ig’]ish curriculum does not cmphasise 5pe]|.ing,
drilling and learning by rate, it doesn’t mean the
children are losing out. Through added activities
like the sandwich-making session, children are
instead enmumged to he active learners and to
pick up English in an interactive manner.

The fun factor in these activities can't be
brushed aside, because kids will be more engaged
in lessons that they enjoy and can go home to tell
you about. Talking about making a sandwich for
an imaginary giant certainly sounds more exciting
than talking about learning the rules of grammar.

Mz Biswas shares: "Even teachers are excited
about coming to elass to conduct English lessons
now, hecause they get to interact with the children
and forge a stronger bond with them. "

English homework also
takes on a different form.
Be prepared for your child
to ask you for help in his
research on a certain topic
that he has to present in
class the next day.

Ms Biswas says:
EFlehnle of tanchers
will become that of a
facilitator, who encourages
the children to take charge
of their own [car‘ning and

become independent learners.”

SMOOTH TRANSITION FROM

PRESCHOOL * The SEED-EL programme

also ensures children will have a smoother

transition from preschool to primary school. The

hook reading, language experiences and learning

centre are common in preschool centres here.
When the preschool curriculum was revised

to focus on this "play” approach years aga,

many parents were worried about their kids

being unable to adjust to primary school, which

Reading story

words, but als
understand how to fit th

into their s-peech or tt.lr'fﬁng.

ooks not only

allows children to pick up new

helps them
words previously focused on
deskbound activities. Fc.'u"ing
that their kids would not be
able to catch up on writing
skills, they requested for
more worksheels. But parents don't actually have to sweat aver the lack

of writing assignments al the preschool level, as children pick up the skill
quickly in primary school.

Madam Kaur says: “They are more ready to write at seven years old and
they learn fast. We sce this trend even among the slower learners.”

She adds that group work and independent activities at the learning
centre — where teachers can give more one-on-one attention — have
the added ud\-‘antagl’.‘ of helpi ng the slower learners to acquire Eng]ish
language skills. So, even learning gaps will be bridged.

The SEED-EL programme is not a new coneept. Primary schools
have heen carrying it out for years, though the exient varies among
schools. What has changed is that the Ministry of Education (MOE) has
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called for primary schools to adopt the
programme as the heart and soul of the
English curriculum, as pointed out by
Dr Ruth Yap, an associate professor at
the English Language and Literature
department of NIE, and a committee
memher an the SEED-EL hoard.

Dr Yap adds; “The SEED-EL
aPProar:_h is far more catered to social
interaction and multiple intelligences,”
Mu]tiplc intclligl:ncm{, credited to
psychologist Howard Gardner, is a
term describing up to seven possible
traits children are born with that affect
their learning style: Linguistic, musical,
logi_ml—rﬁnlhemalical, visual-spatial,
bodily-kinesthetic, intrapersonal
and interpersonal.

In response to queries, MOE says:
"Research suggests that the greatest
impact on early literacy is achieved when
children below the age of six are exposed
to the enjoyment Ufrcading. From our
work with kindergartens and primary
EL'].'IEQ]E. wWe ]anl: found thﬂt childmn whD
are most ready for school are those who
can understand :}cplen,utiumi in 5P|:|kcn
English, and are confident in using
English to participate in activities.”

The importance of reading cannot be
emphasised more in the |earning nFan}r
language. It teaches children to maich
sounds to Prirltt:d words, hence building
up their oral, listening and writing skills.

Dr Yap says: "Any effective Enplish
user will tell you that he or she got started
o reading during childhood.” And this
remains true, no matter what approach
your child’s primary school takes.
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