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G 2.
HiRRE Show what time?
What time is the show? =
In Chinese, the question words JL or f-AFHE do netget moved to the front- We
7l ‘say they remain in situ, which is a fancy way of sayingthey stay in place and do not
You finish reading or not?- move, In contrast, in English the question word what should come at the frant of the
Have you finished reading? & utterance, just like other question words like who, which, when and why.

This sentence seems to be influenced by the Chinese # at the end of a
sentence to make it into a question. In English, a yes- o question (a question that can
be answered with “Yes* or “No) is generallyformed by moving an auxiliary verb such
as have {0 the front.

The full verb in this sentence is have finished, which we call the perfective. The
perfective s Used ta refer to something that extends up 1o the present time. For exam-
ple, we migﬁt say °| did it yesterday” for something that is over and done with some
time-inthe past, but we say *| have just done it* for something that is only just complet—
ad. In the sentence above, have finished is'used to ask about something that may:
have been campleted now,
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Although it is possible to say “The show is what time?", thisis not really a question.
We eall it an echo gusstion, and it is asking for clarification or maybe expressing
surprise, To ask a proper guestion, you need tomove the question word to the froni,

It ig also important for every English sentence:to| have a verb, and this is why the

verb is should be used in this saruance

Finally, a slngular noun like show shauld have adeterminer such as a or the before
it. Other dalﬁrmmers that can be. used areg ihls, that and your, so "What time Is 'H‘Ial
show? would also be well-formed.
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