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What it we’re understood only
in S’pore, Malaysia and Batam?

Speaking good English is necessary if we are to be understood and not lose out,
says Minister of State for Education Lui Tuck Yew

single-handedly packages
the résearch and prepires the
presentation materils, It is s pre-
sentation with pizzazz. But he
dovs: not have sufficient confi- |
dence in his command of the En-
glish im@uae 1o do the actual
presentation,
 Instead, he passes on the task
of presenting the mutérial to the
Augtralian member of the group,
who makes o big impact and
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. RADM Lui said that good liter-
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look at things not only from a sin-
#le viewpaoint but also from a va-
riety of different viewpoints.
Th:at Is what literature is able to

I‘:muﬁunal literacy

THE pragmatic, seonomic imper-
ative for speaking a standard
form of English s just one side of
the coin,

There is another compelling
reason. This is whit RADM Lui
termed “emational literacy”,
wilileh he sald allowed Singapor-

T mbe allowed to para-
phrise Rudyard I{]pling. it is al-
mast 8 if you are sbie to talk to
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man,” he suid

“With banguage, we are ble to
Expreas oursehves more deeply in

. different ways tht will make ns
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He added: “When we are able
to, with the richness of language,
convey the depths of emotion —
whether it is the heighta of happi-
&5 or miyhe even despair, dis-
appaintment or sethacks — that
Allows for & richer relationship.”

This 5 where cultivating a
livve for Heerature came in.

He explained: “Literature al-
lows s 1o empathise bettor with
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perienced it ourselves, but we've
read shout it and we lave refloct-
ed on it because we'ne
to a rnge of different books."

!!llﬂﬂdtﬂ ki ufemn—
tlons, It becomes a part of you
though you have not experenced
it for yourself.

“When you connect with peo-
plie and eommunieae with ther, -
you are better ahle to bond with
them more al the emotional fevel









