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| VEN as the debate on whether
rmmd:mlid recruit nath
hsp:ninm.wm going om in
rmv.'spnp-urﬁ:lmm pages; the Ministry of
H:lucanunwas recniting
from atleast one e
-speaking counlry — Britain,

f'l nterviews may already hinve been
conducted in London last month.

The Mew Paper found out that m:
MDEhld. lnced an advertisoment
5 Times Education
Su nmnl of Britiin, one of the most
prominent publications in Britain for
el CATOrE.

In the advertsement, the MOE said it
wis lonking for “experienced, quialified
native speakers of E to trach
Englizh as a first language, English
Literature, Geography, Hlatrx:r.
Knowledge and Inguiny.”

The ad even provided o time frame
for interviews.

E-MAIL CV BY MAY

Irsand I yowwish 1o beconsidered’
for interviews in London in early June
2006, please e-mail your curriculum
vitae and the completed application
form... by May 2006"".

On 10 Jun, Educatlon Minister
Tharman Shanmugaratnam suggested
that native English speakers might be
hired by the Ministry,

“If need be, we can bring back native

Hewas speabdng atan education
conference m'ga.msed by Hwa Chong
Institution to map out Singapore's
future educational landscape.

The statement met with astrong
response, with some teachers and

parents arguing that this was not
necessary, given Singaporean teachers’
strong English language skills.

Minister of State for Education
Rear-Admiral (NS) Lui Tuck Yew later
called for a prapmatic approach.

One month before debate on
hiring native English speakers

MOE puts (
ad in UK for |
teachers
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Can foreign teachers adapt?

. L
% | | é eachers from other countries will

e to adapt, they would not know
at local phrases mean It is not
ng to them, but how nany will
ere be, and what is ther task?
— Alwin Tan, artsoe d!mmrqfﬂas‘v‘mr}' Stage

He'said: “Whatwe need in our
schools is more good teachers. I don't
particularly care where they come from.

""They can be retired teachers who
can be enticed back to teach, or from
0\"&1’5933

Well the ads are outand the
interviews may have been conducted, in
whatseems to be a done deal,

But the debate still lingers.

Conum:ntmg on the move to hire UK
teachers, British Council Director
Eunice Cmok said itmay nothbe a
long-term solution.

‘She said: “We prefer not to use the
term ‘native speaker’ because itis rather
ambiguous and controversial. Our -
preference is to use the term

‘high-proficiency user’, There are many

highly proficient users of English among

Singaporean teachers.”

She said the British Council agreed
with Minister Lui that having good
teachers — and not nationality — was

the crux of the issue.

“Bringing teachers from the UK
would be a quick way to increase the
number of highly proficient teachers,

However, in the long term we
strongly believe that the sustainable
- solution for Singapore is to expand its
own cadre of teachers who are highly
proficient, well-trained, experienced
“and qualified.”

Said Mrs Cheng Kah Gek, 49, mother |

of three girls aged 7 to 19: “‘Sure, ifthey

have the budget, the MOE can hire good

teachers from wherever they like.

“But they have to look at the
fundamema]s.'lhe;rhim'(:hinese
language teachers from China, English
‘teachers from Britain, or America, or
Australia, wherever they think native
‘speakers come from.

“Butwhat is the impact on our
teachers here? [ feel we ask too much of
ourlocal teachers in primary school.

“They teach English, Maths and

Sd:m‘emﬂlﬂwﬁl&

PTimmrY ‘nati
ieathers’ da Lhat? O ae thoy
only teaching older ehildrent

What happans in I::ngll.all for
dren then;

ME Alvin Tam.lrﬁsrll:
director of The Mecossary St
-ad b *'11" a Bit sad. W hiaon
our own teachers, weare
YN 10 Promie sur oW
ligeratre:

O teachers can‘do
somethings that foreign
(eachers can't. They can
understand local context, Fs
mmpier, lhu?mnuﬂk

pussige in Singlish) work with
].Il_e students and see how they would sxy

:ll#u English."

i MOE has said that ir has tried
recruiting native speakers in the past,
hu»tduennnl attract more tham a handful

sar beciuse of its strict standards,
Straits Times toported lass month.
The ad in the Times supplament said
candidates must have "'a recogrised
Teachbig Cartificate in teaching English
 of relevant teaching subject”.
There are noww about 40 foreign

| native speakers among the more than
2,300 teachers who teach English and
genernl paper in secondary schools and

jumnior colleges.

Wiikle the MOE may want o bump up
these numbers, i may bave (o contend
with private Singapore schools which
have similar ambitions — ads from
enrichment cenires for children here,
such as the Morris Allen Study Centre,
have also been spottéc o the Thmnes
supplement.



