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Our Geography teacher used to insist that we pronounce:
words [ke "Greenwich mean time” (pronounced as
“greenidge” ) and Port Swettenham ("Swetnerm” ) in
the proper way as the ang matis do.

Our local football enthusiasts' way of pronouncing
Tottenham Hotspur ("Totnerm Hotsper”) would probably
make Daniel Jones tum in his grave.

— Reader Heng Cho Choan
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I refer to the discussion about the Speak Good English Campaign. I have been in Singapore for seven years and I have observed that a lot of locals do not bother to speak proper English. 

As a cosmopolitan country, it reflects quite badly on Singapore that the majority of her citizens speak bad English. 

Most people do not pay attention to pronunciation and grammar when they speak. Three is pronounced as "tree", the as "de", week as "wick" and speak as "spik". I have asked my Singaporean friends about this and most remark "It's Singlish lah!" "Easy to communicate what!" 

I have also heard of teachers in secondary schools relying on Singlish to get their ideas across. 

This would probably be all right if accurate English is used under other circumstances, but that's not usually the case. 

These are just excuses, and if you don't start speaking correctly from young, it will be difficult to switch over 10 or 15 years later. What is needed are good teachers at the kindergarten and primary school levels to inculcate an interest in learning the language. 

I have also heard it is impossible to be effectively bilingual and that either your mother tongue or English will be compromised. I don't agree. I can effectively speak, read and write three very different languages (even their scripts differ) and I know of others like me. 

I believe it just boils down to how you have been taught. 

I am only offering an outsider's viewpoint, of how a foreigner would perceive the average Singaporean's standard of English. 

The Speak Good English campaign has been long overdue and it is good that the authorities are taking notice.
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