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CONVERSATIONS with taxi drivers are something that most Singaporeans can relate to. But beware. The next time you speak to your taxi driver, she could well turn around and ask you to stop using "lah" to punctuate your sentences. 

At least, that is what cab driver Theresa Sim might do as one of Singapore's 12 "Good English !cons". 

As an ambassador for the Speak Good English Movement, Ms Sim and 11 other Singaporeans will spend the next few months encouraging Singaporeans to speak the language well. 

Said Ms Sim, who is in her 40s: "Most of us speak Singlish, but it is crucial that we know how to speak good English so that we may be better understood by others. If we cannot communicate well with others, then it is difficult to get our ideas across." 

Among the other !cons picked this year are rap group Triple Noize, professional cyber gamer Paramajothi Prasad, the "father" of break-dancing in Singapore Mohd Hata Rahmad and Capitol Radio 95.8 DJ Wong Lee Jeng. 

Though some of the ambassadors are media personalities, ordinary Singaporeans were added to the mix to show that anyone can speak good English. 

Chairing the movement this year is Professor Koh Tai Ann, professor of English Literature at the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at the Nanyang Technological University. 

Said Prof Koh: "It is vital for Singaporeans, especially our youth who are all English-educated, to speak good English of a standard variety that is universally understood, such that we can remain competitive in the region and globally, as the service industries become increasingly important to our economy." 

Professor Koh took pains to highlight that speaking good English does not necessary mean that one should seek to eradicate or diminish the usage of Singlish or mother tongue. 

"We do recognise that Singlish has a bonding element for Singaporeans. However, we want to emphasise that there is a time and a place for using Singlish. We should be able to converse using a standard form of English when the occasion calls for it." 

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong will launch this year's Speak Good English Movement on May 13 at the HDB Hub Auditorium at Toa Payoh. ù Jessy Chua 
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