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WHEN actor Suhaimi Yusof, 35, moved from hosting Malay programmes to acting in English ones, no one would have guessed he had barely been exposed to the English language while growing up. 

Mr Suhaimi, well-known for his roles in local TV shows such as Police And Thief and Living with Lydia, grew up in a kampung, surrounded by Malay-speaking neighbours and friends. 

'My parents were more proficient in Malay but they decided to send my brothers and me to an English school, despite our community's objections. Today, I'm thankful they did,' he said. 

Mr Suhaimi has been selected as one of 12 role models called '!cons' for the Speak Good English Movement, which is celebrating its fifth year. Other '!cons' include a taxi driver, a student and a deejay from a Mandarin radio station. 

Said the chairman of the movement, Professor Koh Tai Ann: 'Our message is that Singaporeans, while continuing to use our mother tongues and speaking Singlish, should also know when and how to speak good English.' 

This year, the movement is focusing its efforts on helping parents, teachers and workplace leaders to encourage good English among their children, pupils and workers. 

The campaign will be officially launched by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong on May 13. 

UI 25.19.0 - Wednesday, May 16, 2007 4:16:35 PM
_1242635769.bin

