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PM Lee Launches Speak Good English Movement 
Five years since the launch of the Speak Good English Movement, Singlish remains a stronghold in many domains.

Geraldine Soh learns that although it's useful to some extent, it's standard English that actually goes places.

It's an important lesson especially for singer-musican and one of this year's Good English icons Dick Lee. 

Coming from a Peranakan family I grew up with English and Baba Malay but I am a Chinese but I don't feel Chinese and I don't feel Malay. I grew up with Enid Blyton books so I thought I was an English boy one of the Famous Five. Also not. So what do I do? I attempted to write a song in the English I spoke and this is the song that came out of it all.
One of Dick Lee's earlier musicals, Fried Rice Paradise catapulted him to fame even though the word Singlish wasn't even coined then.
Overseas audiences, especially the Japanese, had no problems identifying with him thanks to his use of standard English.

When I go to Japan and perform, I like to talk to my audience and they actually come up to me and say they understand what I'm saying as compared to American or British performers. 
Speaking at the launch of the movement today, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong said standard English need not mean bombastic words or an artificial accent so long as it's intelligible across all cultures. 

For example, SMS English that many young people use - correct spelling has become a major challenge. 'That' is spelled d-a-t. 'Have' is spelled h-v. 'Are you' become just the letter R and U. There are good reasons why SMS english uses all kinds of short forms. But when we speak to one another, or email one another, or write papers or articles, we should use standard English. When our English becomes too mutated, we become untelligible to others. We then have a big problem.
© 2007 Speak Good English Movement. All rights reserved.

