'Speak Good English Movement' with new tagline
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The Speak Good English Movement has been revamped with a new tag line and a host of new partners to help sell Singaporeans on the idea of speaking standard English.

Now in its sixth year, the Speak Good English Movement has a new tag line.

'Be Understood. Not only in Singapore, Malaysia and Batam.'

Chairman of the Movement, Professor Koh Tai Ann says the focus this year will be on creating a standard of English for Singaporeans to be understood anywhere in the world.

"And Singapore, as you know is a global city and we are positioning ourselves to play a major role in the global economy, and in the global economy, the medium is English whether we like it or not."

The movement has also expanded its list of partners to 17 different organisations from all walks of life.

They hope to reach out to as many Singaporeans as possible - from the heartlands, through the People's Association to the working professionals through Mediacorp Radio's 938 Live.

Other new partners include MINDEF who hope to encourage their SAF personnel to use standard English during training and the Singapore Retailers Association who will distribute pamphlets with useful English phrases to all their retail and support staff.

Professor Koh says Singaporeans need to realise that speaking good standard English will help them in the long run.

"Singapore for instance has positioned itself as a convention city for the so-called MICE market, and the language of all these conferences you will notice and why they are held in Singapore is English, it is standard English and we will need lots of people to serve all of these millions of visitors, including the tourists."

The Speak Good English Movement will officially be launched next Tuesday.

