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THE BUZZ

How canyou say, ‘How can?’

REGGIEJ
p@sph.com.sg

TISin the news again
The Speak Good English Movement will soon be
launchingyet another campaign.

Perhaps we should start by improving the spoken
nde

Englishof] nteachers,
W aite often petty about the way the “signifi-
cant others” who work here speak English.

Butls: osein glass houses shouldn't..
We need, firs, to listen to ourselves speaking English
before lambasting foreign workers about their accent,

e actby
sessions.

Read it outloud to stimulate the imagination.

Many teachers in the West also promote this prac-
tice in schools as the most important component in.
literacy learning.

Butalecturer friend of mine, who once taught teach-
ers, asked if tcachers are prepared to lead the good
English charge.

theysp
Here, where education is the golden rule, itis disap-

pointing that the quality of the spoken word does not
seem 10 have been cmphasised at a very early school
stage.

{1 will forever be grateful to a certain Frank James of
SJ1, who taught us h real good... even
though I now take

Somehow, the w

we speak English does not quite

reflect the supposed quality of education that Singa-
porewould like to boast about.

For now, | am not quite sure if the blame falls
suarelyon the oulders fteschers and parcus.

Butit’s agood starting poin

Orcanitbe that Mcdxaunrp which has been known

TVpresenters doit, so...can, ah?

FROM READER PETER DORNEY Melissa Hyak manages toslip the odd “n” into
words. Surely the letter can't be present in the written
texton the teleprompter.

Ands for Daid Nye e reads henewslikonoone
clse

TREAD your earlier column on this subject, Reggie, and
1100 have been “disturbed” by the ongoing
V)

TediaCe hem to tell

to churn out a string of
promotes -Singlh' isequally o ke

Yes, we all speak Singlish. It's unifying and can be
funny and apt. But it hasits place.

1/1

in pruses and space: sierinie- place.
All rather confusing.
Likeyon Uhavementionectn MediaCon st
Speak Better English Movement can hard
impresed it ose ongung: mistakes.
¢ written three nos
.so, ifanyone asks for my services, if they are
answeris:

ashila n:mmnuhe’\\nn!“L«bum(nr) isnot
pmnnunw\] “labatry

Butshestilldoesit.

Duringthe last |xw scason, one of them even
pronounced the verb " as* on-veloped” -
{rom e noun-envelope (used forletters).

And the word “cooperation”
comeoutas “corporation”.

Can.

Yes, we all speak Singlish.
It’s unifying and can be

¢ funny and apt. But it has its
place. And yes, there is
room to improve the spoken
English of TV and radio
presenters.

- Colurnist Reggie ]




