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Better English calls

for better teaching
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Lk oo henars sigivie weh i Ehorilhed af Uieir ek
of English proficiensey? Thuse who ase bot peof]
ciemt wre belifidod undaily when Uie probloi les
elsewhere. And It bas nodldog 1o do with e e of
Singiuh

it b podntlces o extion people Lo “Speak Guosd
Enghah® when, penerally spealdng. they cannol do
w4 Lotaeie thiny wene badly Lught,

[ Ak 1960, fow praple spoke Beglish ur owen
had mich in the way of educational eaportusiies,
Ther privileged few spakee Evglisdi wedl bescoure ey
wrere Wil tanght, Bis in thone da, there wen fes
emphania in sarncs and moths

Then it was decided that it wes wital 1o aym poo
ple with the *"had® pkills aeed relevant koowlocky
weedsd ko enrm w ldnge Qoality sullered, bl moee
praply were woght Engllah,

Toaday, wr have o sitwation = similar i dhat in
Huaig Bung - where thore are many poophs wha
brvovd Bngglisls Ll whhis gk 8 mally,

Limgulits casmun prapodnt exsctly whon Singlul

 ememmed, exvepl bo sy it in e bs nked o (he

enerulious ot wenl t school pul g ndynes

Hy 1077, dallicg standarely in English lad boeny
w1t the miniaterial Leved, SEN, oven in 1086 3
wran thengha that a 5 per cent poss mark m Enghsh
tnral 3 second Lanoe) was pec -8 Tor shdsnty
Lyl sty enery,

An slleut effoct i ralse the slandasd of spokea
Hglish was launched {n Y687, when it wag
nrnounced that English: wos ta be the lusguage of
Enstructian i acliools,

S, it wos oot (hat we did nol iy, Evien the disas
Loodas experiment - whicls seeened go promisng o
Enylials wiguspe teachers apmad the warld — af
teaching Engtith wiing thn commumleathee method
{whiedy deemphasised die ks o pramnae in
Linsaur of pracicsl eosnemaiicaibon ), was moant b
prommete hetiir Eaglsh

Thrwesver, an ST frabesmeliog sarvey that wan vas
ductexd st peedh dousd el while many Smpapons
nma are comnfartzhle speaking English, 412 per cen
of tbowe sarveyed fell thelr Euglich was oot thar

u
iy potnifnas b exbort Singupoesans i “Saik
Butier Englinh®, o hos bewe cloms Topseriha cd'y ey
the yomen, whar many gy conmed do 1o
Inmcouse oy wire L

o, Jemlimg b difliculties v oaismiand cntlng with
thelr fereim contitorparia

“Fhvzat survieyed wae Eogdish n kol of the Bamn
What of dhesme wha dana?

Wir liaver Yot 3 gemerations, e twn, We mdighs
ax well moonguise that fet. Some mpsrensen (s
posiilsle bor (hirae wehio want 1o leygomve, But caly ¢
they are given the affordabile training it will take and
oppoetunilie to praclice and ta have their erroes
romreeiedd, Praple would spprednte e enomragre
ettt o kg

| e gt keen sdil. sundents 80 1 lastipule
ol Texhucad Education whio would e the oppoity
ity b Wiy wnder wedspobeu leachers. Ao they
winild b willing to do o cvan fter a hasd diy's
wodh and do poy e fees oul of ther mwn packets

Hut for the next gensostion, propes educstion
lias o begin in kindergarton, with well-trained
tschivin. Aud thers bea to be follow througi,

A lenst the Speak Good Engliah Movemeni his
the Covernment's bacldng, and them {3 preater
awarymess af Bl problein sfter yeass al wasmigs
[rom commmitted Ruglisl teachirs,

As ome of these teachend, uiy nightmane kas
came trues Somd Singepemann ingds that the sy
they speak B accoplabile slmply becavse, enobarrass
inigehy, thry cunnol spesk ary othes way,

Grmmumar sboukd be made 3 pan of the Ligniags
ewreiculism starting in primary schaed. As should
S tudy of Nrertere, eova i B pot a examlns-
tion awhject, How else ane we Ly gadn an apprecia
don of the brauty of the lasgmuape?

1 have lisienod 10 teemgers with their "short
bl speech ™ Puncluated with squeaks, dnagts, il
Rles anl sonind cffects such 2 “haht® ard "pes =

1 wonder whethes paeionale discamloss aad
beated debates anoryg fisncds and colleagers on
“impostanl rudlers” - the elterifs, Crechosbmvalca,
sparts, iz — will become "cool” 2gzin.

Suach discussions were amang Lhe v the peg
plie | kmew haned their Bagrgs shills, When ws
tesk part in such debates, oor ideas had o be puife
ciently welloened and welexpreseed of they
wald he shot down unee remaniougly,

Reviviog thess discussons & the next challerga,

The sertier b5 an Englith deacker and autha.
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