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=== SAVE OUR SHIOK!

Singlish, standard English can co-exist and work together

pu.ﬂ ||IJ|1|1.||||1 I i lsh when
mequieed, we meed b comsder
st g Dhal midght offidally tonder on
scrilepe Tl active prese fvaton of oo
adpeid of Shpogone. Colloapdal Foglish
commoaly spolea of a3 “Singhsh”,

These wre the wopds and phrases
e froam Jocall languages kie Maky,
Tamad 3nd dlabscts oF ofiginally comned —
vuch as fa puw, Ball-past ey, chwng and
Aumagk!

As Sengnporeans of ) el hnoe denivs
i can Al i e Uhem sl ooch
idbwer, they obwioushy bond. And these
s, Vhis il of cobesiveniews B i
kgl ally pure o s

When 1 was deang reseaieh on this
wubpec ety Ly gead, | saolbe to Shang
el spokenperan lor Bue Speak Gond
Englndi Movemen? (SGEM) She teplad
Wk b =ned unegpected” on part of
matuienl evelutson thal our brood of S
ken Frphsh hon phacghed waornds from
ether languags vodobalares

She continued: "SGEM does not have
A skand againdt this, oLy that it Bopes

Simpgmporeams are aware of fhe binpor
lemce of Daing alde bo speal grivmsie
cally when the oceadon cobs for i, aml
are sdlichently adepl o it when they
meed to ke

Singaporems should xlvo temember
o ranalyte Tor foosign Inends Lstenang
B B witiy do we wail 1o jesens L
e s W il dune oy Feseanch hos
e Ul we ire loang these vwery
wiar e e phimati o e Weigaer gelier
aitwt Devvames bess Qi with theim

Bin g, Chis s ehse b Bhe etlereane
s of Enplisd and Mandarin. Teenngers
hve & kower mecogrition ke for such
e o P knes, ke Al Esek Bubt
While gafrar sppcars i sonse dic o en
Wal nve Eryings b cobet Lo Ui region, i
o Biaags 0 elimanishied. recogmition,

Tevnaprs e o Emiled underannd
g ool Wl werying) nears, when Qiey
kmow it at all. Very iow know what &
dhody was, and even Holdden teenngers
0 o0l Knoer 1B Lerm ina e Ao,

On et cilher bod, even [ hogh aen
Aemic pmblscationms deswrile foram nnd
hatpomlaly gs archake, hese lermm ane
stall familiar and i use, And everone
kmows AMamak, adiredt tandation from
Kriskang, the Pofiaguese ¢ recle of the
Euraans, meaning “Mother of God”,

M rrse sntimate wodh amolber cub
Bute cian joul gel. when fou huve eaam
plers ol Blending, wy, Hoblien md Maky,
b el Py Sk P O wheen n chiliedren's
rhyme combines Molay and Cantonese,
o A " Sar chew La iemmmg, i o
e el N Ib’.l-‘" {Arropmil and
prowd, you hiree panis ond are sl wenr
ing a samng)

Thee qeestion o whether these wonds
amd phirses - which do ol ecessandy
walain nvonally upddtieg mesml g -
whoikd be pruactively preserved and
pioinobed witl e pounger pensration |
would e, car history i eilected in
Ehe s mult-uliund serma

Thy copeept of “sharesd mibpctive
imowiedpe”, deve bpad by American
Probessaw Brudd€indher, s sbval the vl
g ol A ORI TR i ST W, e of
Bierin Unpu gh languistie shentity, We can
ol lew] Blar "irvdders® when we lulk i
wach other aboul certamn Sagagonean ma
Lews { e Five O, Nimional Day Pirade
lchieln, MET sint iy, evien on i meek
ing. The koo of colioquial Engliah, too,
i part of thes binding idénty,

Kemember Sare! Wilhin 3 427 of the
Mam of ntenss meédid coverage of the
odalbpeak W Manch DL vanalions of
Ehe frdkmwing SA15 were sepd by einail

=D adviae jou 1o by bone f 2w
By okt wAth Ko, Bt ol

't dannile SARs don'n wear SARL,
daont wear SARimp don't SARKSE poopie
and don'l SARDS peiple”

This simpateo can also be extended

1ol neighbouns up nomh,
with whom we have shamd ithe
e Linguige benms ki oen-
taries, Wihen such lenon ae
wl by 2 Bellow Singnporon of
& Makesisn, o warm leekag of
Lamiiarity ¢ s

This in fad epouding Devaurse out young
pesaple nne nob hensig Usese Berms asd
will nod be wsing them. A rich culiured
heritage will be bost o steps are B0l (len
mow. W CAnnot 30000 10 be o Chwe
atout thin

As for shelber such imported wonds
ml phrases will eticde bevels of slandard
Engledy, o ol the nnpecis of ouf oolle
apusal Ergglish (had Ehe lngunge docturm
e irying o dead with, Hes is Bie eosiea
Nttt — youn smpdy (et b 2 st
Eeglish repbwement lerm, s ear® in
phace of “chwk”, These familiar terms do
ot arouse e same laothing that bad
grmmar of iscornec] prohusaalon leil
N Mo dhoubil, some berms well cause don
Tenme g

Take b ermnplhe, "ty hoeme®, o st
o o *W0 buy some thing and o leke @
heme wilh you© (2 phrase wed by
Trodessr Temnmy Kok bo Dick Lee on a
televised interview), 119w homely the
phraze i, well usdemiond and often used
= abi] well deservang of preservabion,

FPlus, theie o oertain sophisoation
Ut wrae i o grwod st and Singopuone
Englhah dinplay, whe n swivadyg i aich
imgurted words and plaes in perfect
ronmatical el =, for examphe <70
AL 1 o sanieeh g o, (e e dos’l i
s about i We have already mabaned
enough. You have Selampsed 03 50 pener
L TLT,

Frankdy. how could we posaibly subsy.
Nale “debvmus” o Shask' And what un.
e wold Could evel Ivplae Bie bea of
Adama! ¥

The wrirer i o Engfish teacher and ihie
amthor of |iW0 Meose Maproranacad
Enplvuk Wanly Thrammint on Ber piena
el inewes e podoncom, i

= Aokt (Mawrd Esposson of
SIS ArOOFATE OF IncichiRy

= Anghat (Maay) B camy fvour
= Belanja: (Malay) Givo o roat pas

WG — iy
= Buay tnhan: [ okkden Al
Cannol 0o CaRrod

= Bungkun. Malay) Tko away, wiap
up bnedls

= ury home: (Origingl Ssgopom
ot Taboaminy

= Chilak. [HikkRw B Doty
= Chin ehye: i kiasen) Sapanod
L L

« Coank bastn Maay) Figmang o

= Luawn hood: (Hokse) B o o o
rarhom, il e gk ks

= Mandonm: Wkay) Dok purd e —

[l e e ]
= O {Cwupiral Sngapomosn
iR} Exciuciabingly brdses

« Pod sl | omisan) Sy
* Sk A Dnaen of Food Lo
« Sar Kar. [Hosdksn) Cuny Fayou

* S e [Chngined Secpaposoon
ey Sl foom for wsbobeger

= Shiok! iMalay) inexprossiony et
ClOLr O syl

* Sumnby (Mot Do
= To pow; (Canlonen] Ty

Himrgg ot ety
st-aix; (Ongns Sngsp
ColnmEy Sapsnon

= iy Mnliry) Dromee 10 pud on
AN emotional Gy




