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IN ALL the talk about speak-
ing d Enghlish, I have no-
ticed that little or no attention
has been given to the empha-
sis of the correct syllables,
Singlish tends to stress the
final syllable of words, where-
as the correct hasis often
Lies in an eaﬂieﬂ;rpllable. Take
the Singapore Pledge:
** citizens: In Singlish it's citi-
ZENS; it should be CITizens.

¥+ Singapore: In Singlish it's
Sin 1 it should be SIN-
Gapore,

¥ united: In Singlish it's uniT-
ED; it should ulNIted.

*» people: In Singlish it's peo-
PLE; it should be PEOple.

¥¥ regardless: In Singlish it’s
regardLESS; it should be re-

& : less,
» lan e: In Singlish it's
ianG&iﬂ B: it s'l;“guld be

demoera.TI_C; it shauld be

demoCRA#e,

¥ society: In Singlish it's soci-
eTY; it d be soClety.
justice: In Singlish it's JUS-
TICE; it should be JUStice.
*» cquality: In Singlish it’s
equaliTy; it should be aQUAL-

ity.

»* happiness: In Singlish it's
happiNESS; it should be HAP-
piness.

e e TRE Al
prosperity: in Singlish it's
prosperiTY; it shﬂulﬁﬁm pros-

*» pation: in Singlish it's na-
TION; it should be NAtion.

Look in any English dictio-
nary and you will see that the
correct syllable-emphasis is
indicated..

Perhaps this is an area that
the Speak Good lish
Movement can look into -
lighting as well
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