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HISmmdalma ng?: lh::r;nl.y
ta.ndn el: ria to have the ~
s hie time in his taxi.
mam? 8, 55, not only
tricato gpeakg\pd Englizh almast all
the le.u.’h:‘ii?tén corTects the -
FrAmmAr m&ﬁ%ﬂunﬂﬂm of his

passangers.
"Most of tha.l.,lmu, I tﬂ'l'ﬂ!ﬂ the
Ihd.lsu:l.ﬂ bq;num they are from i My
inity and won't get num:i-ad i

brflLy dass this auht!q.r |0
ﬂ:at-ihc ﬂmengers won't be
offerided
And moat of the time, they aren’t.
Uniﬂly. they just smile and nod, he
sai

Englishiriuan but we have to at least ~
take the éffort o prnnnur::-: !J-|¢
wur{!a ph'rperl:.?

Theonly timéb haspexks Su.tfl.tsh -

is when he jatalking to Iﬂihd.l,pl,
put themi at eass”,
Mr R&mgiﬂhbﬁnaﬁaﬁb? ﬁxr

e s, | ft’s n-.l.ay Bul‘.
hey are just talking, alf
the rgmmmuhcul mistakes come
out. I find it very disturbing.

— Taxi driver P Rasmes (right!, om why ke
prifers the BEC

Jall their gramms.ueul mistakes come

-out. I find it very disturbing.”

MrRamas thinks this iz true of
most Singaporesns.

He gave the example of o young
man ha met six years ago.

“He told me he wanted to go to
Rays Road in the Orchard nrea, but
there wasn't-studh a road,

£ uga T deove and eazually asked
“him how the road name was spellsd

- and he spelléd Lloyds Road.”

He i worried that if thess
mistakes are not corrected they ma.}r —
become common usige.

“What if one d;ﬂ,}' Lioyds Road
really becomes Roys Road?

“Tourists will say they want to go

.' “+to Lloyds Rowd and taxi drivers tell
~“thom there's ne such read,” he said.
“"t's guch a disgracel”

That is why he tries to correct the
Englich of his PASEONEETE whenever

.. he can,

“They unb" in*an!:ah bt
was easy toun nfﬁd becavss i.hat}'
prnnnuneed:ﬂi&i'u ;{tlml]}a;ﬁ
used only ulmpl%: tﬁl," said

&

Mr Rames, whix 51111-01 wfter
O lavels. : N

Their hah saf.u'nmg to the BBC
rubbed off ¥ Hames and he
nunhnuﬂd'li;ﬁn tn it even nftor he
went off to ied L work.

“It was the only station with

24 hour coverdp L qtvu]d et any
news from there)"]

Mow, listening B the BEC could be
more qu;l f _j'than choice,

“Local raﬁmﬁnd When they are
reading the nmvs ‘it's okay," he said.

“But wheni&m:.r are just talking,

. However, Mr Rames thinks good
service is pot just about speaking

*gond English,

T #iWhat T can do for them is more
importimt. Speaking properiy is one

Ry b making them understand

what ' doing,” he explained.

His years of making the effort to
epeak good English have now boen
recognised,

He was asked by the Speak Good
English Movement (SGEM)
committee to act in a skit last weal,

The gkit involved four others — a
librarian, teacher, receptionist and a
parrat — debating whether proper
English con he nsed in a non-English
speaking environment.

This year's SGEM hopes to
improve the lewel of spoken English
among those working in the
pervice-related industry.




