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Language not

are

T AGREL with Ong Soh Chin
(Speak English Campaign,
Aug 93 that the English lan-
guage is an important instru-
ment that binds Singaporeans
of different races together,

As such, students should
be encouraged o communi-
eater in Uaat language more of-
ten.

1 came from a neighbonr-
liwood secondary school where
most of the students were
more comfortable speaking in
Chinese, Whenever I was ina

ip of Chinese friends, 1 felt
eft out. When 1 reminded
them that 1 could not under-
stapd their mother tongne,
they would speak in English
for two minutes, then resume
using Mandarin.

1 was nol able 1o remove
mysell and run o non-Chi-
nese friu:llrla.' because [I wnsl the
only Malay guy in the elass,
anj'lhere \{'n?'. }{Jsl one Indizn
muy. (There were Malay girls
too, but T am talking about the
boys in my class.)

As much as | detested this
experience, 1 had o aceept the
reality that people have the
right to speak the language
that they deem convenient
and comfortable.

Forget about racial togeth-
erness il 11 means having to
crack their brains just to
siring a proper sentence an

barrier

English.

Communication problems
aside, T am still on good terms
with them, Whenever there
wis an inter-class basketball
or soceer malcl, we played to-
gether as a class and forgot
about racial differences.

And when 1 represented
my class in an inter-class
bate, in which all the team
members were non-Chinese,
we got the support of the
whole elass.

These and many other ex-
periences hrought me 1o a
conclusion: We may not be
able to communicate with
each other effectively beeanse
of our language barrier, bul
when the need arises for us to
cooperate, | helieve most Sin-
gaporeans are able to do it

The whole hattle agains
the Sars vims testified o this.

We cannol possibly expect
o b o society which is effee-
tively or even sufficiently bi-
lingual, as desired by Ms Ong.

However, 1 helieve whal is
more imporant i tal Singa-
poreans realise Ul onr coun-
bry 15 mace up of many differ-
ent races and individoals
eannol just depend on their
ot kind Lo survive:
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