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Global Englis

Singaporeans urged to speak a widely
Intelligible form of the language

by Jason Chong
newsnewsladay. cone s

LL of us know the importinee of

English to students in Singapore.

Good English speaking habits

emaln impoctanl (or working
adults, especially in these tough tmes
when companies sre watching the botoon
Tine,

Said Mr Song Chi-lo, director of the
Wall Street [nstitute (WSI) hare: “1y a com-
pelitrve job markel. proficient English
speakers stand out,®

He added that English is not enly
singapore's language of business and com-
merce, it 15 zlzo “one of the most importat
contributors to the country's economic and
political suecess™,

Thiz has become *even more important”™
with the signing of the Free Trade
Agreement betwean Singapore and the
United States, added Mr Song. On the glob.
al fromt, non-English speaking coontriss in
Asia are stacting to sce the Lo portance and
acvantage of learning the lanpuage,

My Christepher Chia, o senior education
consultant at Baffles Educational Services,

snid: "I nolice that many Singaporeans
speak grammatically-incorrect English,
in Singlish and with a smaltering of
Mandarin. This will not help us if we
winill to ro plobal ”

He added that people from countrias
such as China and Hong Kong are
brushing up their Englizh =kills
carnostly.

This could he [he reason why soms
Singapereans are stelng up and gques-
tioning their grasp of the language. At
the W3I, almost hall of the enguiries i
receives are from Singaporezns.
Established in 1972 a53d with more than
400 centres in 20 countries, the institute’s
first branch in the South-cast Asian region
is in Singapore,

Besides the increasing awarencss of the
imporlance of English, Mr Seng said that i
makes sense to epen a centre here as it is
not only centeally-located in the repjng Bt
it is alse g “melling pot of diverse cullires”,

He zaid; *Topuiation-wize, there 15 o high
demographic representation where Englizh
iz nob the frst Ianguapge that is used.”

At the British Council here, about 10,004



adult learners take its courses and work-
zhops each vear, noted the deputy director
of its beaching centre, Ms: Linda Hanington

She saud: “Although most Singaporcans
have: been throngh an English linguage sys-
tem, they want to improve their language
- and =kall levels to respond to ﬂ:&mmamng
focus on good English communication in
the file and work context.”

'[11:B~nt:5hﬂmmcﬂﬁ-msungﬁwh:n
il comes to Englich langusge covrses and it
lsas been contributing 1o the annmal Speak
Good English Movement campaign.

It also conducte a *Singlish to English®
AT,

Ms Hanington ssid: “Singapore has many
. excellent users of English but many others
find it difficult to distinguizh betwecn and
o choose forms of English that cnable
cffective communication in a wide range of
contexts.”

She explained that, to be understood
more effectively, Singaporeans should speak
“a widely intelligible form of English™. She .
added that Singlish is a “non-standard
form.”

“Communication problems arize when
he form of English used is nol standard
and unintelligible to the listener,” she said.




