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It all starts with teachers

I Mﬂmﬂmt'

muntﬁndu:ri mass of
competent teachers who can
halt the worsening rot of the

is has to start from

correct Standard
Eng]:.s which, unfortunately,
is not the case. Many pre-
school and kindergarten
teachers, whether te
music, arithmetic, art or

Enm will mnﬂw

ﬁ:llldunmnstsmlz
hught one, two, tree” instead
of “one, two, three” and the
letter “r* as "ahrer”.

Teachers must also stop
P!rpﬂmnsmnsmsrbr

B T
'Whumkﬁynuh}mhmi?
and "Let me see how is your
work™ when it should be “Let
mi¢ se¢ how your work is™
become today’ _];ghnve
s re-
besbeatidnys Singapon
lmonﬁmeteachnﬁ,ﬂdh
u::wkiun runmtun

ministers. [ hswu huﬁ:, ™V
ANNOUNCErS SA " ress
Duu-ny-;ur'rmg DF

o Dowager™ and
émmmr" 1ml;;nd of

Even local journalists and
editars do not seem to know

the meaning of “wanting™.
"Wanti E]ﬂmlﬂcﬁnguf
need of. *T have been
wanting to come to your
house™ is wrong usage. It
should be “T want to come to
your house”,

Some TV commercials are
riddled with poor pronun-
ciation and
mistakes along the um::i&nu

insulting that foreign
professional announcers seem
to refuse to pronounce local

Pagar, ﬁﬂﬂiﬂ’.ﬁ‘m
T

they would take the trouble to
lumhuwm ronounce
&mﬁm if France

lJn ]

Gc- Lo an ing centre
in ':Jrrthm-v:li'ln:.«dFI wpll:igh has
announcements over the
public-address m about
sitle items availuble on the
thlrd tmfni* and ﬁu will

me Lo sale
nn'flmurf I am sure this
has made a story about

Singlgg a tourist to
A L] e’
visitor to Singapore will
also be very amused when his
“How do you do?" is answered

an
ormn

with a “I'm fine, thank you
'lhemﬂmspnmh'ﬂow
do you do?"
Which brings me to gra-
cious ar polite Just
the words “shit” and
“fart" are in the
i , it does not mean
we should allow our children
to think that such crass

So, how are we o
improve the state of the
English lnngnage? Who is
goinglntemh our teachers
ﬁ are thgtunhmgnu&uhﬂﬂrm

are the purents
do all the

Toun WIOng
Ehmuntiluun and grammar

at our children are being
subjected to, teachiers who
know that they are wanting in
Standard should
make the effort to teach
themselves first, throu
English improvement books
or courses run by the British
Council, ete.

1 this failure to u*l::k :
personal initiative a o
pride and dedication in
teachers In my day, the
Eﬂﬂmﬁuﬂhh v Ibﬂ"-‘lthm
Was acut at
of many teachers today,
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