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Fix the grammar,
then talk...

“FREE, come over.” Say this to a
visitor from England or the US, and
e willl blink:

Or if the visitor overhears *why you
so like that one”, he would be similarly

confused.
While the first is the local way of
inviting someone 1o visit and the second,

“I have an interview tomorros but
have not decided whether to go or not,
leh.”

an expression of mild exasperation, bath that, in most cases, the standand of the
these phrases, which use English used is
words, are products of literal ~ caused usually by the use of
translations of dialects such as senfenoes of
Hokkien and Cantonese. sentences with foulty tenses.
As such, they ire Observe the fractired
incomprehensible io the English used by many
native English speaker. Singaporeans in street
Yet, we know that in our interviews aired on television.
dudylwmmhhm-qmn What has led us to this
lingual fnventions abound and, sorry state?
shudder, are spreading. .,pumﬂn It is obvious that something
The current Speak Good EENN 5 amiss with the way i
English movement has to i tanght in schoals. 1t could be
contend not just with discouraging the ll»i)'lllhuotlh:mtﬂndnrmnﬂn'.
use of English versions of dinlects, but Orit wﬂib&ﬁ:m do not take
also to tackle the language problem at | language learning
its Toot. . i Why are they not motvated?
And this is the poor grounding in : Naotice that older Singaporeans
English grammar. 5 ueually speak and write better English.

I am not sverse to people using
charming little words such as leh, lah,
add-ons in our patois which need not
necessarily pull down the quality of
spoken Englich.

The problem lies in areas such as
s}mx{uwmﬂmi-mqmﬂ
of words showing their connection
and relation in a sentence), grammar,
particularly tenses and subject-verh
agreement, as well as pronunciation.

The logical premise must be that if
you have poor grounding in grammar,
then your spoken language must also
reveal this weakness.

Also, if you are not drilled in eorrect
pronunciation, then what comes aut of

Take the word “been”, which is
aften pronounced “bin”, or “sheet”,
which often comes out as “shit”. And
“mischievious™.

‘That aside, correct is also
important. Although this might perhaps
be more essential in written English, it
would do the student well 1o be aware
sentence construction or word placement.

Tiake this example: “1 Iunedhut in

O, “If the baby disiikes milk, try

Baoiling it g
__ And how aboot this: *To advance
hi@mmﬂuﬂmh'l
M$Mb

mngw“tum
comversation often speak Mandarin
interarded with English wopds.

Ome: reason must e that we were
¢ thoroughly drilled, from |

on, in getting the cardinal rules
{ grammar righi. ;
i In primiary school, cur teachers used
i~ to'make us sit in a ning on the floor

i while she was in the middle reading

i tous captivating stories from Aesop’s

| Fables and other books. This kick-

; started our interest in reading.

I hbﬂummlmhﬂdi
pick’at random a few students to tell the
class what they had read.

Gmmﬁt!wmsmnht;s‘h:hw
Innguage bible known as High School
i Gﬂmullwwnfmm
in the subject.

Then, in the upper secondary classes,
mmmmumesnyethmm
three best essays were read to the cluds.
It motivated mamy of us o try harder.

Teachers paid a lot of aitention to
. every aspect of the leaming of the
| language then. Do teachers do this.
with such today?

Even if they do, will our kids;

mmumu clination

o really want to fearn? 1 don't know.
AT know is that this language

mumtwillbenﬂﬂﬂn*il’ﬂ:
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