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Bad Iang ua ge

Tha problam with Smglfsh is not lah but poor grammar

1 FELT both gladdened and some-
what disturbed when 1 read your
report, “No more laks, please.”
(Tonay, July 3)

1 was glad to learn there is an
organisation, the Speak Good
English Movement, spearheading
the push to promote *good” spo-

| Sﬁhwﬂyhnﬁmdlmetam

dﬁwtwhumnhmmut&ﬂm
' Shanghai. Having
lived in Australia
for 20 years, he
spoke like an
Australian.

When he found

As the conver-
| sation continued, 1

' realised it is not

s0 much the accent that makes it
difficult for others to understand
to mutilate their sentences.
-such a remark because it is well
known that English is used widely
in

Rather, it is the way
oreans construct their sen-
tences. For instance, they say
“wait you lost it, how?" instead of
iat happens if you lose it?",
¥ me that this year’s

campaign uses the tagline, “Speak
MB&Undemmod' bmmﬂm

Singapore,
Themecfhhisnatththlu:st

problem of bad English is so deep-
mmdmntsmmm_un%”-
stand each other in Sin| -

English, albeit to different degrees.
1 cringe each time my child's den-
tist asks him "pain or not?”,

So, instead of telling
Singaporeans to speak to be under-
stood, they should be reminded
mttnh'lmlat:dumlrm :
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Ilmitiiﬁﬁﬁﬁeﬂiughsh
in casual conversation. The prob-
hmhthutmpmplehuudiﬁ:
culty switching to proper English
when the situation calls for it.

Ilmmdnihmngpeophw
that Singlish is unique to us and
lhtitahmidh‘tﬂmm

Immwm&mm

-ties recognise that we are steering

way off course and are taking steps
to solve the problem. ,‘ll
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