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What kills good English

Fll!'-l"'rll!ll mmﬂm
ey
L Jul
3). l‘l'{omlupnmh
in whatever la

ﬁoodennugh,
roadcast Pmtﬂ‘l lil\:r.'
news readers and e
jockeys expect m
promounce clearl
wiell-chosen words in
r sentences and
a pleasant accent?

Whvun't Singlish

with m:hppy Kol
ronuneiation, im

vad choice and staceato
accent — and its

American” accent. To
others, it is displacing
short words with 'Iun;ur

ones like "h%
“purchase”. The “Simple

ll-!m'un-mt i om the

Schools don'l seem Lo

ish” movement 'Ip:nut and *1 eat
West to facilitate should be *1 ate”
mmmumu.hnll- Tam li"l h'dymn
respect !
Other mis
“alphabet” to o
In spen:h or writing, :Ilclltr' ﬂfﬂi;_‘lﬁﬁl;:m
good lnn;l'::ﬁo 1% s phabwet an o
y-smwlurml t’lurnljurgon)tnnwm an
sentences with acoent.
well-chosen words that “1 never go to the
are understood by most. toilet” is absnrd as “never”
Bombast is all about ttl. means “not even onees”,
er fwriler's ego U different from
m'l. ‘:;g the Frydid not”, Askin
listener/reader, It is %ﬂ!&] you sta
usually COMMUni- doesnt mean “Where do
vou live?” as “stay” refors
specch is harder o Lemporary accommo-
doesn’t demand  dation, like ata huhl.
rmance,
Even well-paced and be uﬁ::d
grammatical [rarents can wean lun.l.i
Segles |, piicsfoy s
ready”, o in
';ut'.':':w'mﬂ*ihy', There must be conviction
in overturning a kKampung

“and  attitude of “can under-

m stand okay already” before
re. The Singlish ~ word precision is

manifest.

Precise pronunciation
is another aspiration. An
SIA tattendant once
asked if 1 wan
“laksa-ner” Whmnt;
Bernice Wong, our Miss
Universe u
nppmhdm
ambassador to 'I"hl,'

Fund for “help in
elevating their (Sars
victims and families)

-nléfrw-a ﬁlug"
(allevinting) their pain,
not raising it.

A hahit of approxi-
mating sounds took its
l:lllwi:::; s;fmurtmmlh

nt “Nee—gah-ru

ulls"ﬁ-m nﬁﬂmm

“negara” (nation) with
“Nie- 5
rr.;‘:-:‘;fﬂ“"am,‘“i“"‘
su his “Vie-air-

grub” (Viagra) sounds like

“Vee-gah-rah™, Other
liberties we take are to
e (e loaaing tomer
“Pisa” tower
d uﬁﬁ;‘ .ﬂﬂ“«:lh
ren '3 g
from “Pec-zah”, “Third™
sounds like "turd” (a piece
of excrement) without the

“th" sounded.
Good in any
lnnguage 't mean a

need to eurh an impa-
tienee that spits out words
unlntpl.lluhuldzu well
{fearful of )
aversion to upgraded
speech.

ANTHONY LEE
MUYV



