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‘Misuse’ of usage

The use
of good
English
begins with
the role

models

by Dr Khoo How San

oW nre LY, COEE

WHEN the motorcar was invent-
ed, it made sense to Ement the gar
jpark, or, &3 the Americans pre-
ferred &, the parking kot Both the
Biritish and the Amencana wnder
stood that individual cans went
mbo parking spaces in such facili-

bes.

But, peouliarly in Sngapore, a
parking kot — and its vaniant, & car
park lot — has come o be under-
stood as a parkmng space] Most
Singaponcans will not bat an eyeld
I a building developer were o
boast that his Istest project has
450 parking lots.

Bt [ bet an American in transit
will b imipressed (overawed even
and somewhat bemused) that land-
scarce Simgapore (that Eitle red

this year's Speak Good English
Movement campaign pets under
way, | make here & modest propos-
al to the very people who have the
power to sel 2 good eample —
educston, print and broadcast
journalists, copywrilers, politicians
TET OF Worse, W are robe
modhels,

Let's examine how we e and
aften umintentionally abuse the
English language. 1 call this & mod-
eat proposal because this is not an
exercise o impostng stifling gram-
mar rule observanos on readers,
Inn trotting out my small kst of

Singapone variant is surprisimg,
piven that many of us (role mod-
els) have been to Beitain and the
United States where such 8 miv-
up just does not occur. We also
read widely British and Americen
beorkis wikuch again wse the appro-
priate temms. So why this “misuse”
of wsage in Singapore?

Rode models must take a stand

.. Ihat's why there is
an afternoon and
while there Is no

aftermidnight, we all

know it's the wee
hours of the moming,
after midnight.

on this, If we mssst that
Singaporeans have a right to calla
parking space a parking kot — so
there! — then we should be mwane
of s proper use elewhere.

FREE GIFT: | mmuest adimit that |
hurve seen this redundancy used in
other countries. But [ find it s
pranitly dizplayed in bocal advertise

ments and in spoken and written
usape by, yes, we roke models
Think absnut it

A gift is a gift, peniod.

12 MIDNIGHT/12 NOON: I'm
ot wune i | should ksbel this usage
a redundancy. Let's reflect on
these terms logically, “Noan” and
11.509am and the other the mimte
just after 11.59pm.

‘That's why there @ an aller
noon and while there i no after-
midnaght, we all know that it's the
weee hours of the morning after
midnaght.

Al s not lost,

1 waa cheered by a local news-
reader declaring, “It's midnight,
12 o'clock.”

I can Bve with that,

SINGAPORE is the SECOND
RICHEST COUNTRY in Asia
after Japan. Samples of this usge
can be gheaned daly m the press
and [ get really worked up shoat it

In this example, the cormect
usage should be: Singapore i the
richest country in Asia after Japan.

The: problem here is one of
ranking. Singapore i indeed No 2
andd is, therefore, the second rich-
esl country in Asia.

But just as there is a logical

precison i the terms midmight
and noon, this sepbence fonm can-
not be misused to suit one's log:-
cal preference!

Again, | could v with vari-
t5ons bike "Singapooe i8 the second
richest country in Asia (after
Japan)” or “Singapore i the sec-
ond richest country in Asia: Japan
is the richest”,

I o 1 o e oy pasing
with this small Bst. Perhaps read-
£rs can come up with many more.

Bust | must reiterate that this is
ot an exerciac in ridiculing amye-

one,

Rather, it would be wanderful if
v man avd worman in e street
begin b see the English bmpasge
a5 a “fun” means of comemunics
ticn and thirst to kam mone -
without falling early into the pit-
[alls of incormect wsage of comamon
Leymes.

Perhaps, teachers at the pri
mary bevel can conscously take
care to use terms Bke midnight
and noon correctly to their young
charges.

Fimally, we who are role models
st reflect on why we use o
abuse everyday words and cornect
oursehs.

The wriler 13 an independen! sirle
i amailyal brat his first looe b
alwiys beem e Englich Lemgriage.



