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SINGAPORE (AP) - A high-pitched volce calls oul over tho humping bass Bine and hip hop
melidy, "SARS s the vius thal | just wanl la minus,®

Eminem, walch aul,

Singapore has enlisled ils most famous lolovision characler, Phua Chu Kang, in the fight against
SARS with "SAR-vivor Rop." o CD released this week by the slate broadeasler and supposted by
{he Haalth Binistey,

Tha perm-haired consbruction worked, with @ massive male and knee-high yellow rubbaer boots, s
a piody of an averoge Singapare male engaged in 0 nover-ending linguistic ballle with the
Enghishs karausgie.

Tho rop urgos Singoporeans 1o muakinlomn pood lyplone 10 phevent o resurgence of Sisvere poule
rodpiritony syndromd, which killed 32 of 206 poople infocied with Ihe diseaso in the city-slate

"Don't 'kak-pul’ all over the place, yeu might as wall 'kak-pui on my face,” dings Phun,
Hank-pui” is Singapors slang for spillng,

"Ta be able to pass voluable informpton aboul banding o deady disoase in & funky and
lighthearad woy wilhoul loging the sasonce af o messago wab o real traat for me," sald Gurmil
Sngh, who pliays Phun Cha Kang, on the MediaCop Weh sile

Bul the CD came out just a8 the govemment launched & new campaign against "Singlish” - a mix
ol Ipcal diatect and English,

The SARS rap is entirely in Singlsh « where most sentences ond in “ieh™ or "lah”

Exinty perceanl of Singapore’s 4 millkon citizens are Chinese, and Singlish mixes the Chinese
ditecls of Hokkien, Contenese and Mandarin wilh Malay, Tamil and Erglish,

Prme KMinisler Gohy Chok Tong singled oul Singh's Singlish-speaking characler as being
Inappropnote three yoars age when ho launched he rst "Speak Geod English” eampalgn,

Sngh's chamctor began spealung proper English on TV aller (il



Howewer, Manpower Kinisler Lee Boon Yang said the SARS rap was an exception, the Straits
TimMes NewWspapen reported.

It quated Lee at syying the govermsnent hopad to aliract Singaporeans® atlantion “through rap,
through Singlish, through datect.”

The GO which sels for 1250 Singapore dollars (USST.300, follows a wvidea hat was first
broadcast last month,

"Ilis selling O Iah ... Some people buy. some people just laok at Phua Chu Kang on the cover,™
said & salesgirl at a local music store.

"Noa. it is nol as popular as Jay-Z or Enménem_” she addead,

Glabally, the virns has kiled ovor 800 people and sickencd mere than 8,400, - AP



