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SINGAPORE, July 2 (Routers) - "Spaak English. Can ar aannot iah 7"

Singapore unched its annual axercise n inguislic engineering on Wednesday with its "Speak Good
English Movemen!® almoed at stamping oul "Singlish”, a Iozal patols that borrows from Chinese and famously
ends mosl sanlences with "lah",

s an uphill batila

Aihough most Singaporeans speak English they often banter In shops, at home of with Irlends in a punchy
mative appropriation Lhat adds words from Chinese, Malay or Tamil - the nation's three other official
languages - wilh frequent Chinese gramenar.

To qulsiders, the resulls can ba mystifying

Frustraton with a teacher might 2licil the respanse: "This guy whale day 1alk 30 cheem; | really catzh no
bali * I you upsel somoonda, hay might fumea: "AWhy you always like that ane lah?

Ils the fowrdh and largast campaign in as many years 10 purge the anigue slang from the molti-othn e island
of low nElion peopls, and yovernment officials said on Wednesday that proper English was crucial o
engage with the global aconoay,



But many Singaporaans, about 80 parcent of whom are ethnic Chinesa, often resent govemment press Lre
to surrendor the wonds. phrases and lonal inflectons that for decadss have defmad Singaporean cullure,

A survey by AC Meilson réloased by the govermment on Wednesday showed that 67 percant of Singapore's
professionals, managers, enireprencurs and busnessmen priformed fo speak i English, bul this dropped to

46 percent for white-callar workers,

“Whe just have to inculcale new habits and try not lo speak English with Chinese or ather colloguial syntaol”™
Lee Boon Yang, Minister of Information, Communications and the Arts, told a gathering a library to lsunch
the campalgn.

With no nalural rescurces, Singaporo rolies haavly on foreign investment and its well-educaled workforce fo
gustain economic growth. Widespread use of English is often clied by foreign companies a5 3 significant
reason 10 58 up base hisfe,

Under the lalest campaign, local personalities will urge citizens 1o spaak in simple and clear English and 1o
read more, while the message ™You don't have to use big words to speak good English® will appear in
Chinese, Malay and Tamil media.



