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SINGAPDRE seems to dily the
chuim ed that old coloniahss, Eudyard
Kipling. that East and Weel severs
shall mesl

Qur alind in lecated in the Easi
and, in rerent peirs, bas reemphe
wiwed Asian rools and mothes
tonguee. Yek, it 35 alsa one of the few
cownlrios thal rrl::hl.'ﬂ eolomial
sireel names ofier independente.

Singapore han remained open 1o
Western companses and, indeed, free
trade agroements lilee those with
Australin and the United States fur-
ther that slemont of openticad [n
COTHnET .

Leaders Bie Troade and farmner
Arts Minister George Yoo eavisage
Singapose i n global city, drawing
ot juzt from 1= Asian roots bot ko
Troam the influepees of the Wenl,

Yel, s number of chellenges
remain in language, seciety and pall.
thes. Unkess these are met,
Stmgaprore will [nce oo different dan-
gers, Dnieis that of becoming an
Axian backwates, po differes from
haridred other cities in the rogion.
The ather dappes i5 that of becom
img 8 mere outpast of the West. with
i core af its own

The challenpe in languige is tur
balapgmal policy, This is welbmeant
for cultural haritage, as well ag for
increasing exchengs amnd understapd:
img with Chima, Bradin, aa well 25 with
the surrounding Malzy weorkd,
Hawever, while same can madler two
oo more lunguages, many nthers
strugithe,

There is o duonger that some will

fall in between aud gpeak peither lan-

puape wall One sign of this is the
exintencs of two language canpaigns
The Speak Mandarin Campaign and
the more recont Spesk Bettor
English Campaign,

Musch bt been satd nbost (e
netd Lo speak the mother tague. In
somne ways, the utility of Englich Is
taken for granted as & its sproad
among the youager grasration,

To the contrary, | tink more

.--#"H‘-:‘“‘h:._

A lesson in
language

Singapore needs more people like
Tommy Koh and Lim Swee Say
to take it to the next level

attenting must be patd o English o
Kingapome if we ape o maintain this
compatitive advantage.

Others are catching up, English
webools proliferate in China, Yietnam
ani thamy other commtries. Increasing
mumbers in ihese countres ang
speaking English and more are diing
a5 well, if not bettes, thsn the aver-
age Singaporeai,

In lndia, while coly = s2oall pes-
ceptape sprak English flaently, this
amounis to millloes of people given
the larpe population of the swb-comti-
nesk.

A e Ty economy conthmen
to open wyy the Englshrliterate

Indlian will mean oven mofe competi-
tion Io Sisgiposeans

Firinging English to o next bevel
will mean mme then a matier of
improving accepts, debating Singliah
of arguing whether PCK s OFE
Fundsmentally, speaking Enghish well
is connected to habits of mind.

The sbllity to communicate dearly
an discias [deas and plans,

The shility Lo gemeraie sErecment
and accompicdate disngreensent.

The capacity o e counteons nnd
pleazant in everyday aochanges,
rather than belng curt and abrupt by
accident,

The shall of pleying with Langunge,
telling jokes, convincing people and
winning haarts 2nd minds.

All theae relate to a greater com
fort @il acuity in nzmng English.

An impartant el slep @ (o receg:
pise the peed, AL present, (OO mANY
Singapateatii remmain ambbibent
abowt Englizh and those who preder
it The anticulsts smang =i are often
ansocinted with glib con astists. We
wro caulious shaul thone who are
plaviul and hamoroas in languege,

Cansequently, many spenkers (ond
to iverwhelm with statistecs or tech:
nieal jnrgan.

Few, fike Environment Minkster
Lim Swee Say, weave joles Ints the
imessages they wand to enmmunicate.
O, Nl Ambassador Tommy Hok,
ey comnplex ideas sEmply.

Fewer stlll, ke Ching expeti
Professor Wang Gung Wa, can do s,
i either Mindacls of Engligh

The sncaal challenge i3 whether
ﬁmu*pr.qf con alrike o balande
between croditing our own poophe

and accomensdating nen-
Singaparesns among os. The debate
whaout forrign talest n Singapore is
L 1] |:'ﬂn|.|.‘:|r of this

It b= bhoven o mllercoaster ride
betwesn the herdded arrival of the
firat foretgn and white chief exeou
tives for Sinpaprbeean compinies lke
DS Bank ast Neptune Orient Lines
(MOL} and the recent agpoistment o
N David Lim, n fermer Cabinst
mambier, to the top executive posd al
ROL.

Lame speculate about power poli-
ent anid mven fahioms 1o explaim
these changes.

Peshapa, the truth s thet we need
1o be more relaxed and newtzal on
thia ke, We should neither fnvonr
foreipn nor bocal We noed, mstead,
ko mimply be discerning about talenl,

A=y to this & to have & greater
conlidence in our own abilities as o

COne old fhend who has meoved o n
lIoeeign servica finm says the “overs
wean Laand” pame han helped win
grer cients who kad never even
loaked at liim whan bie wag 5t 8
Sinpgaporean firm

A very differcnt tale i (be
Singaporean company that kag grown
beyand cur shores. It is consious
abol not overcmphaskEng B
Singnporcan-aese 1 R did, brekzners
wolld not join it becmase ey would
think they had no futuers witl the
company.

Singapare as 5 socety and a place
1o do business should not be divided
between cxpatelste and-locals, We
miusl imstvad be more opén, mione
eqaal and paoee cosTEnpaliien,

An Azian heritage 15 g important
10 be docked up fa & dasty vault It
shoudd be hrought out. into a new
cotitext,

Dne symibe] of this is the new
Astan Crvilisations Museum. This
hauses excellent collections of Asian
artifncts to offer 5 deeper usdes-
standing of the regional cultures and
histories arownd us, Yet the exhifbits
are leused moan obd calonial busiding
at Empress Flace, numed for the
monarchy during toe British Bmpire.

This differs from the volenial plan
of the city in which whiteominated
poverament and commerclal sectoes
wetw kopd apart from ethinke
enclaves, which were in tum sub-
divided betwesn difforent ethiic
s

When he nmaid, “nevor the toain
shall mee”, Rudyard Kipling did nos
menn the two woali mol meel phyal
cally, Fe meant that there coubd no
meeting on pgual berms and no
fusicn ot happy balnnce between
them

The old colonsl enterprise w2a
Biallt on Inequality asd division. The
Singapare of today and tomorro
muit be bl dffereaily.

The writer i chairmam of the
Sirgrpone Inztrtuln of Tntersatisne!
Affairs (SILAL The SITA {nasgurated
recently @ serizs of Lilks on negenal
ixsi n prtmershid stk the Avian
Cirilinmticres Mitsen,



