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| A8 SURKE as the sun rises over Katong
L and =ats over Jupong, k reader wiole to
is newspaper a few days ago in re-
wanse Lo the Gurmit Singh "SAR-vivar
an” commissioned by the Mimstey of
Health and the Health Promotion
Banrd in their fght against the severd
aule pespiratory syndrome, or Sars.

Lines like “Some say def, some say

k7, "Don't gad-pes all over the place”
Pand “Don't do things and bacome & re-
| gretter”, sabd the reader, “are not words
wiold want my children to learn or
imic”,

“The I;,.'rjus of the rp are coarse and

conth,” Mr Peter Wong declared,

| It's not my intention here to go into
the merits nnd demerits of that Sars

;o any linguistic isswe, therell be

rp views on both sides,

My own response when [ et caught
| the video clip on televizion was sheer
| dedight — net so mach in its artistic ap-

but in the fact thet & government
ency had seen fit be air it on national
Lebevizitng, .

After all, there is a strong conbingent

Lof linguistic purists within the Govern-

'mnt; in fact, this year's Speak Good

[imglish BMovement is due to he
lannched by a Cabinet minister in ex-
Factly two weeks' Hme,
That Gurmit’s rap airs on prime time
tolevision means simply that Sars is a
ipger seoncge than s and fefe. Com-
promizing linguistic purily so that the
message can reach —
cand stay with — a
witer audience is, in
my book, & necessary
and worthwlile sacri-
fice, What are words
Lbut man-made de-
| vices for communica-
tiom?

Indeed, Phus Chu
Kang's prose is pris-
[tine compared Lo the
| vulgarities and ob-
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DETERMINISTIC HEERARCHY WILL PROBABLY BE THE FIRST
CASUALTY OF REMAKING SIKGAPORE. THE STAIRCASE THAT
SEEMINGLY LEADS UPWARDS WILL BE LIKE AN ESCHER STRIRCASE,
WHERE ASCENDIXG PROVES TO BE DESCENDING AT THE SAME TIME.

making Singapore Com-
mittes {RSC) iz the social
and political counterpart
to the Economic Review
Committes (ERC), which
in & sense it 15, except that
the ERL is the primary
by and the RRC, the sec-
ondary one.

The latter comple-
ments the former to sock
“a fundamental review of

seanities that cruft
like teemage acnoe in
the music of pop mu-
sicians hike LEminem, -
| which our teenagers inbibe with nary
an ounce of parental guidance,

All this brings moe to the bigger issue,
which is, Remaking Singapore.

It's remaking season right now, with
| threa of the five sub-committees having
Lanmounced their recommendations,

and the remaining two set o do so by
the end of the month, Amid the kaleido-
seopic whir of media coverage however,
F it's ensy Lo miss the big picture wonod for
| the trees of specific recommendations.
Many Singiporeans think the He
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Singapore's strategies for
EoOmTbe th and sur
vival as a nation”, is how
the RSC website puls il
The ullimate aim is economie survival
1t's not about making Singapore kinder
and gentler, or maore pracions, or ]E_ﬂ-'i
stressful — exeopt insofar as these will
aid Smgapore’s long-term survival.

“Bemaking Sigapore”, o facl,
emerged fird, almost two years ago, as
Senior Minister Lee Kuan Yew's porten-
tous phrese for what Singapore must do
in respange 1o Ching rising.

In a recent restatement of Lis posi-
tion, he said: "We have to remake onr-
selves, have a more eptrepreneirial

bent in our society, and shift our educas
tign system to produce a different kind
of worker, This is a loog-term process
amnd has nothing to do with Sars and
nothing to do with Sept 10.°

D Vivian Balakrishnan, the RSC
laead, elaborated last week by saying that
the key tssue is changing mindsets: Sin-

aporeans miust leam e be less depen-

Eent on the Government, must take ini-
tiative for themselves ond must et foel
that the Guvernument owes them a living.

This is absolutely correct, except that
there are more mindsets to be changed
than simple dependency, and even de-
pendency alone cannot be reduced just
one way. It has to be reduced the other
way too.

1t's only patural: IT there is no enti-
tlememt to povernment support, there
can he no entitement to support from
the people either. Nob just electorally,
but in things such a8 SO, thee Hewas-
ing Board the agonies of lagal sanits
w];gg:n flats or toilets don't measure up,
or gi'.rjng the Land 'l'l'a:lu:l:lurl Anthority
another ehance when the North-East
Line getz delayed, onee again.

A more gntreprencurial society must

rain!

entail & more ]iligiuus society, or at
least, a society where rights — civil or
personal — are more vigoreusly and
stridantly fought for,

A secure, i steely, determinmsm has
hitherin diracterised much of Siops
prores sociely — pet goc-d exam rasulls,
et i pood joby yoar pay rises as you
grow older; W yon want to speak, get o
prlicis permil

Creerarching thee well-known prin-
ciples iz the Belief in hierarcly: not jiest
any hicearchy but ome that places the
Governmrent ot the apex.

Cither indtitutions — stale, civie of
private — are, at best, handmaidens of
the Government in the good governanee
exercise, and, ot woerst, tival centres of
power thal must be eo-opled, van-
quizhed or brought te heol,

The netion that institutions wnd indi-
vitluals ean have lepitimate and, i fact,
socially necessary roles as checks and
balances isn't one that's encournged

CHANGING CENTRE OF GRAVITY

WITH Remnking Singapane pob a Fabi-
an fad bt an econamic necessity, how-
ever, profound changes are ealled forin
these notions and mindzels

The Gowvernments comfort zone will
narrow; over time, as Dr Balaknshoan
acknonwle :L “the et 1:[;;!11\.'“}', of
power, will alter. The rules of engage-
ment will change. OF markers, the ave-
nues for expression, regulations, all
these will change”,

In fact, deterministic bierarchy will
probably be the first ceswalty of Remak-
ing Simpapore, The stairease’ that seem-
'i_]'[g‘l}l ez u[uwmwdswili be like an Esch-
er stairease, where ascending proves te
bre descending at the same time,

What can we expect o the next fow
wears as Remaking Singapore gets seri-
ously wnder way?

More noise, certainly, as the “SAR-
vivor Rap™ controversy shows,

Bemikers among the public will be
impalient with those segments of gov-
ernment that are slow in Bemoking,
while povernment vics which are
:]'l_n'a.:'[- H.em.a.de w‘i] enconnker resis-
tanee from un-Remade people.

Thsere will bia higher decibel level of
natiomal debate, in which Phua Chu
Kang's voice will no doubl feature as
one of the loudest,

Thit in itself is no bad thing, if the
message il Singaporeans take home
with them is: Use vour brain! Usze your
brain! U your brain!



