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TRANSLATION

Headline

SPEAK GOOD ENGLISH AT ALL PLACES
Body Text

Singaporeans should endeavour to speak good English at home, workplace and at
social functions, says Singapore's Prime Minister, Lee Hsien Loong.

Speaking at the launching ceremony of the 5™ “Speak Good English” Movement
yesterday, Mr Lee noted that speaking good English has become important as it is
the language of international trade and commerce.

He emphasized that although our ability to speak English in addition to our
mother tongue has given us a competitive edge over other Asian countries, it is
important that we improve the standard of our English.

Speaking good English does not mean using bombastic words but speaking
normally and yet correctly and clearly, said Mr Lee,

Mr Lee also pointed out that instead of alternating between good English and
Singlish , it would be simpler if we spoke in good English all the time.

Teachers and parents play an important role in speaking good English.

Teachers can help students learn the language well by making English lessons fun
and lively.

English speaking parents can make their children understand pronunciation and
grammar by speaking more often with them.

Employers, especially those in the service industries, can play an important role
by encouraging their employees to speak good English.

Singapore s not the only country that aims to speak good English. Many other
countries, including China, Korea, Thailand, Taiwan and Malaysia are also
implementing plans to raise their standard.

Mr Lee highlighted that two important events are scheduled to be held in
Singapore, next year. As thousands of VIPs and dignitaries are expected in
Singapore for these events, he emphasized that it is important that we are able
to communicate with these visitors in good English. Staff at hotels, taxi drivers,
sales staff and those in the service industry must speak good English, he urged,

Mr Lee also mentioned that around 5000 delegates are expected in Singapore
next year in conjunction with the International Olympic Council. In September
next year, we can expect a further 16000 visitors, including leading financial
experts, bankers and Industry leaders in conjunction with the World Bank and
IMF conferences here,, he added.

PM Lee also praised Mr David Wong, the outgoing chairman of the “Speak Good
English” movement for his leadership and contributions over the last 5 years.



